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 Form Property: Filter On Load 

 
There is a form property setting available in Access 2007, but not available in 2003 (a “hidden” 
form property) called Filter On Load. Normally it is set to No. Pearl code sometimes sets it to Yes, 
though it does not hold – it’s a temporary change – most of the time. I haven’t been able to 
reproduce why this ever retains a Yes setting, but it does occasionally. The complicating factor is 
that Access automatically remembers a filter in the form’s Filter property if the user filters a form by 
right-clicking in the field after the form is open. It’s not obvious the next time a user opens the form 
because normally the Filter On Load property is set to No. 
 
Anyway, it is possible to set that property back to No so that users are not stuck with a filter 
forever, but it must be done in Access 2007, or else specially coded in Access 2003. I suspect (or 
at least hope) that the problem with forms “remembering” the Filter On Load=Yes setting is new 
with Access 2007 because of the new accessibility of that form property setting in Design View. I 
just thought you would all want to be aware of this in case a user calls with the problem. 
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